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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 



Before calculating the filing fee please enter the following amendments. 



In The Claims: 



Please add the following new claims: 



85. A protective sleeve for a balloon dilatation catheter comprising: 

an elongate member having a neck portion and a slit extending along the entire length of 
the tubular member from a proximal end to a distal end thereof, wherein a distal portion of the 
tubular member is flared from the neck portion to the distal end of the tubular member to define 
and enlarged funnel-like opening. 

86. A protective sleeve as defined in claim 85, wherein the slit extends along a plane that 
includes a longitudinal axis of the tubular member. 
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Preliminary Amendment 



87. A protective sleeve as defined in claim 85 wherein the slit is helical. 

88. A protective sleeve as defined in claim 85 further comprising: 

an outer sleeve disposed about those portions of the tubular member proximal of the 
flared distal portion, the outer sleeve being configured to maintain the slit of the tubular member 
in a closed configuration. 

89. A protective sleeve as defined in claim 88 wherein the outer sleeve is elastomeric. 

90. A balloon catheter and a protective sleeve for the balloon of the catheter comprising, in 
combination: 

a catheter having a shaft and a balloon mounted thereon, wherein the shaft has a distal tip 
portion that extends distally beyond a distal extremity of the balloon; and 

a protective sleeve as defined in claim 85 ? - wherein a proximal portion of the sleeve is 
disposed about and encloses the balloon, the sleeve being mounted on the catheter to locate the 
distal tip portion of the catheter at the narrowest portion of the funnel defined by the flared distal 
portion of the tubular member whereby a guidewire backloaded through the flared distal portion 
will be guided into registry with the distal tip of the catheter shaft. 

Please cancel claims 1 -84 

REMARKS 

This application is a Continuation. The claims from the parent 09/528,613 filed 
March 20, 2000 are canceled and only the new claims remain. The new claims have been copied 
from U.S. Patent 6,1 10,146 to Berthiaume et al., which issued August 29, 2000 to Medtronic 
AVE, Inc. in order to provoke an interference. 



